


With the financial support of the "Europe for Citizens" Programme of the European Commission

Project title: Active Citizens for a Better Europe

General objective: Contribution to the development of citizenship of the EU and of a sense of European identity, based on common values and democratic principles by enhancing mutual understanding

Specific objectives: 

· Collecting the opinion of the citizens in the partner states on:

· the EP elections as an important EU-wide process of participatory democracy, enhancing the role of citizens and civil society in Europe

· the gender balance in decision-making and the role of women in politics

· Consolidation of a method for fostering debate between citizens on those EU policy areas that concern their everyday life

· Establishing mechanisms for enabling European citizens to develop their civic competences and opinion building

· Communication the results of the panels to decision makers at all levels

· Encouraging dialogue and interaction between the European citizens and the EU institutions

Main target groups:

· Pre-selected citizens in the partner states from all walks of life, willing to be trained, to participate in the debates and to formulate their recommendations

· Civil society NGOs in the partner states and at the EU level

· Women NGOs from the participating countries and at the EU level

Activities: 

1. Creating an informal “College in Participatory Democracy”, aimed at training of trainers in the partners’ countries in the principles of active citizenship and participatory democracy, covering the following activities:

· organisation of national training-of-trainers one-day “classes in participatory democracy” for capacity building of the target groups for interacting with the EU institutions in all the partner states – expected number of participants – 30
· elaboration of a participatory democracy training kit  (a guide “Basic Principles of Active Democracy” and other information materials)
· handing of a “Certificate”  (the template of which will be provided by the AEP) to the trainees after the completion of the training

· providing Lists of Participants in the training “classes” for setting-up a virtual “Alumni” of the college “graduates”

· The main thematic areas:

· The basic principles of representative and participatory democracy

· The role of the European Parliament  for as a  pillar of representative democracy

· The new institutional context  under the Lisbon Treaty and the way it’ll influence the decision-making process at European level

· Factors, determining the trust of the European citizens in the European institutions

· Approaches to long-term commitment  and greater involvement of  the citizens in the process of policy drafting and decision-making

· Tools and methods for gender mainstreaming and facilitation the more active participation of women in the European political and social life 

· Communication techniques and methods of improvement of communication skills

2. Organisation of national debate panels in all the partner states
· The purposes of the panels are: 

· to promote the two-way dialogue between the citizens and the EU institutions

· to allow the citizens to draw-up their own recommendations on the future of Europe and to present them to key decision-makers at national and EU level

· to define citizens’ priorities

· to enhance a closer relationship between citizens and the EU institutions

· to foster sense of European identity and EU ownership

· to provoke pro-active attitude on the part of the citizens

· better hearing of citizens’s voice in policy and decision-making at EU level

· development of civic competences for citizens’ opinion building 

· Main discussion points:

· The role of European citizens in the decision-making process

· The basic principle of representative and participatory democracy

· The specific aspects of the decision-making process at European level

· Possibilities for active participation of citizens in this process offered by the new institutional context of the Lisbon Treaty

· The EP elections as an important EU-wide process of participatory democracy, enhancing the role of citizens and civil society in Europe

· The gender balance in decision-making and the role of women in politics

· The role of women in Europe for enhancing European values and strengthening the pillars of democracy

· Pre-conditions for facilitation the participation of women in politics

· Factors for the development and strengthening the sense of European identity and of EU ownership 
Partners:
· Schoeninfo vzw, Belgium 
· Associazione Teatri del Cielo, Italy

· Coodinadora Espanola Para el Lobby Europeo De Mujeres /CELEM/, Spain

· Socialna akademija – zavod za izobrazevanje, raziskovanje in kulturo, Slovenia 
· Association for Women Entrepreneurship Development, Romania
· Group of Women’s Humans Rights Be active, Be emancipated (B.a.B.e), Croatia
· Participants in the panels:

· Pre-selected citizens from all walks of life, willing to debate the future of Europe and to formulate their recommendations 

· Representatives of pre-selected NGOs in the respective target countries

· Representatives of the respective national public authorities

· Representatives of EU institutions

· Representatives of the media

· Organisation of the panels:

· Defining of the key discussion points

· Preparation of the Agenda of the event

· Selection of moderators (among the trained trainers – “graduates” of the informal “College of Participatory Democracy”) who will:

· provoke active debates by encouraging everybody’ participation

· promote broader range of debate issues than the preliminary defined, allowing participants in the panel to set their own debate agenda

· facilitate sharing of opinions, views, ideas and recommendations on the part of the participants about the future of Europe within the context of the Lisbon Treaty and about  the role of citizens in the decision-making process at EU level

· guide the process of building individual and collective opinions 

· pay attention to minority opinions

· collect citizens’ recommendations.

· Elaboration of evaluation questionnaire for feedback  (provided by the AEP)
· Preparation of Information Package  for the participants, consisting of:

· Information sheets on the two selected priority themes

· Guidelines for improvement of communication skills

· The guide “Basic Principles of Active Democracy”
· Pre-selection of participants

· Invitation of  the pre-selected participants

· Registration of participants via Registration Forms and Lists of Participants

· Collecting participants’ recommendations for their participation and greater involvement in the decision-making process

· Interaction with key decision-makers at nationa and EU level for submissin of the citizens’ recommendations

· Gathering  of the filled evaluation questionnaires and analysis of the feedback information

· Logistical support of the panel:

· Venue of the panel

· Providing: 

· Conference rooms

· Audio-visual and presentation equipment

· Interpretation (if necessary)

· Catering – coffee breaks
· Promotion of the panels:

· A press relese about the objectives and expected results of the project and of the panels in particular, disseminated to the local media (the model draft will be provided by the AEP)
· Publications for the announcement of the panels in the national newspapers of the applicant and of the partner countries

· Web-based publications

· Interviews for local and EU media

· Media coverage of the panels

· Promotional materials: promotional leaflet, posters (provided by the AEP)
· Promotional gadgets: badges, folders, notebooks, pens (provided by the AEP)
3. Participation in the Trans-national citizens’ panel meeting in Sofia with the participation of representatives of all the partner states and of the EU institutions

4. Participation in the setting-up a European Network of Active Citizens /ENAC/ at EU level

5. Promotion and dissemination of the project results and findings through:

a. publication of the project results and findings on the electronic platform

b. publication of the projects results and findings on the web sites of the partners

